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by Israel W. Charny

“This is a book that can open peoples’ eyes. It also helps people in their daily lives — in their
marriage and bringing up their children. It is about much more than genocide. The hope is that
once people understand more of the basics of how evil takes place, their knowledge can help
make a better world.”

—Review by a 90 year old child survivor of the Holocaust and a ‘graduate’ of the
Warsaw Ghetto

“Dr. Israel W. Charny, one of the pioneers of the field of genocide studies and an eminent
psychologist, has produced yet another work that is insightful and thought-provoking. As this
new book attests, Charny is a scholar with a sharp mind and a compassionate heart. The unique
combination of true incidents, fictional scenarios, and exercises encourages readers to explore
who they really are and to delve deeply into what they really think, believe, and feel about a host
of critical and controversial issues germane to crimes against humanity and genocide. The
learning exercises make the book a powerful read. If you are familiar with Charny’s work then
you will rejoice at this new publication; if you aren’t, then welcome to a new intellectual and
moving venture.”

—Samuel Totten, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville; author of Genocide by Attrition:
Nuba Mountains, Sudan

“While this book is at first glance an introductory text on genocide, it is at the same time much
more than that. Israel Charny is one of the pioneers of genocide studies and a doyen in the field.
Here he has asked (and answered) key questions regarding the psychological dynamics of those
who commit genocide and those who collaborate with the murderers. But he goes further and
looks carefully at those who say no when called upon to participate in the killing process. Charny
seeks to look deep into the heart of heartlessness, with a view to identifying the evil that men
and women do. This is a fascinating journey for which Professor Charny is to be commended.”
—Paul R. Bartrop, Center for Judaic, Holocaust, and Genocide Studies at Florida Gulf
Coast University

“In this thought-provoking and eclectic volume, Charny engages in an innovative conversation
with his readers. Drawing on his own well-known work and that of several classic genocide
studies scholars, he asks us to confront fundamental and difficult questions about ourselves:
Could I be a bystander to genocide? Could | be a perpetrator?”

—NMaureen S. Hiebert, University of Calgary
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An Amazon Review: ¥rirdririr It is a fascinating study - kept me riveted from beginning to end

The Genocide Contagion by Israel Charny charts the psychological journey of "regular” people who
become murderers - even mass murderers, responsible for the deaths of millions of innocent people. It
is a fascinating study that led me to me better understand the psychological mechanisms and processes
that can lead to total evil. To the considerable scientific and political evidence the author presents, he
also brings his extensive knowledge and experience as a clinical psychologist and family therapist.
The result is fascinating.

The book is well-written and kept me riveted from beginning to end. I particularly appreciated how the
author is personally present in the book as a human being and not as someone who is above the human
condition. The book has provided me with many new insights and considerable food for thought. To
anyone who is interested in the workings of the human soul and of human behavior, this book is highly
recommended.

-Z. Kemelman MSW
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