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By deeming suicide bombing and terrorism as necessary subjects in the study of 
psychology, Charny presents yet another weapon in the war against terrorism - a war he 
believes will only escalate without drastic action.  Ultimately, he calls for a 'worldwide 
campaign for life' led by religious and secular leaders across the globe. --Publisher 
 
NEW Suicide bombing, argues Charny, is a product of an Islamic fundamentalist "Culture 
of Death" that is at war with a Judeo-Christian "Culture of Life."  Proceeding from this 
basic premise, he explores the psychology of suicide bombing and tends to what he 
thinks are its implications.  Thus suicide bombers become a pathological aspect of Islam 
that needs to be confronted with a "spiritual battle over values" (which includes limiting 
the speech of those Muslims thought to be promoting the "Culture of Death"), as well as 
police-military force.  -Reference & Research Book News 
 
NEW Written by a humanistic based clinician, this is the best conceptualization of how 
and why suicide bombing persists.  Charny begins with an indictment of the PC 
psychiatric community which gives everything political a pass.  And his message is 
simple: normal people want to live. He understands pathology even if it hides behind 
religion or politics and calls for a world wide campaign for life.  Makes Robert Pape's, 
"It’s the occupation, stupid" look silly by comparison as Muslim on Muslim attacks 
continue.  A good solid conceptualization.  -Amazon review 
 
NEW A bold achievement in fashioning an answer as to the why behind suicide bombing.  
Charny is outraged at the new “life unworthy of life” campaign of suicide bombers all too 
reminiscent of the Nazis, Stalinists and other political death cults.  A clear cut statement 
on the pathology of Islamic violence and a critique of the current mode of political 
correctness of not criticizing nonwestern practices, also a strong critique of Western 
psychiatry’s silence on the subject, yet a truly humanistic approach to this most 
inhumane of all modern phenomena. –Steven Baum, psychologist, in a forthcoming 
review 
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Fighting Suicide Bombing 
A Worldwide Campaign for Life 
I. W. Charny 

            
 
Description 
How does one effectively fight suicide bombers?  What threat do they hold for Western society? How do 
people who love peace reconcile the need for war?  Noted genocide expert Israel W. Charny addresses 
these questions in this highly personal description of suicide bombings and terror as the opening salvos 
of a Third World War.  Charny first seeks to understand the psychology of suicide bombers, as well as the 
culture from which they emerge.  Taking this understanding of what he calls human evil, he then 
proposes a hawkish campaign that ultimately emphasizes peace rather than irrational fear. 
 
By deeming suicide bombing and terrorism as necessary subjects in the study of psychology, Charny 
presents yet another weapon in the war against terrorism-a war that he believes will only escalate without 
drastic action. Ultimately, he calls for a "worldwide campaign for life" led by religious and secular leaders 
across the globe. He concludes the book with a vignette from Islamic culture that speaks nobly to 
furthering peace and life.  
 
Author Information 

I. W. Charny is a renowned psychologist and the editor of the Encyclopedia of Genocide, ABC-Clio 
Publishers).  He is the executive director of the Institute of the Holocaust and Genocide in Jerusalem, 
and Professor of Psychology and Family Therapy at Hebrew University in Jerusalem.   The author is 
a past president of the International Family Therapy Association, and current president of the 
International Association of Genocide Scholars. 
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